
most popular naval 
warship museum in 
the U.S. based on an-

nual visits. 

On page three of this 
issue you will find the 
reunion registration 
form. You can print 

USS Coral Sea sailors 
will be joining those 
from the USS Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt and 
USS Midway for the 
2024 “3 Sisters” 
Reunion beginning 
Sept. 23, 2024. 
Featuring the San 
Diego waterfront, 
our host hotel will 
be the Wyndham 
San Diego Bayside. 
It also offers a 
great view of our 
host carrier, USS 
Midway. A number of 
events will be held on 
USS Midway, the 

Greetings, 

September is com-
ing fast, and of the 
upcoming San Diego 
“3 Sisters Reunion” 
info is available in 
this issue. Sign up 
ASAP so we have a 
good count for the 
tours, dinners, and 
shows.  

As of last Thursday, 
total reservations for 
all ships were 230. 
We guaranteed 600, 
so we have some 
ways to go. But I 

feel we will get way 
over the 600 at-
tendees. Hopefully 
Coral Sea will have 
more attendees this 
time as this will be 
our normal reunion.  

We will not have our 
normal schedule of 
events at this reun-
ion. Our general 
meeting is sched-
uled for 10 a.m. on 
Tuesday in the hotel 
hospitality room. 
There will be no auc-
tion this year, but 
we will have our an-
nual raffle. Other 
usual annual reunion 

activities will be 
scaled back some as 
well. 

I will have all details 
for our 2025 U.S.S. 
Lexington-Corpus 
Christi reunion plans 
available for discus-
sion. Among other 
business, we will 
choose which hotel 
to stay at. 

I am having lunch 
with Admiral Allen 
first Thursday June. 
He wishes he could 
attend this reunion, 
but his health will 

(Continued on page 12) 

President’s Corner 
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Welcome Aboard! 
 
 

Michael J. Bibler 
AC3, OC Div. 
3/68—3/68 

 
William T    

Bishop 
OS2, OI Div. 

3/83-84 
 

Ephariam C. 
Peek 

FN, B Div. 
6/67—1/70 

 
Vernon A.     
Sylvester 

AGAN, OI Div. 
10/53—1/55 

 

T h e  C o r a l  S e a  B r e e z e  

Complete Your 2024 Annual Reunion 
Registration at: 
http://www.events.afr-reg.com/e/MidwaySisters2024 

that form or copy/
paste the link shown 
above. 

Your tour options 
for the reunion are 
described on page 
4. Make your selec-
tions on the regis-
tration form, indi-
cate the number of 
people, and total 
your cost. Payment 
can be by check or 
credit card if com-

pleting the form 
online. The deadline 
to register is Aug. 
19, 2024. See you in 
San Diego!  
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TAPS 
 
 
 

Ronald H. 
Roberts 

PH3, X Div. 
1962—1964 

 
Charles D. 

Thornburgh 
RM2, CR Div. 
1958—1963 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T h e  C o r a l  S e a  B r e e z e  

Greetings Shipmates. 

The office of the VP 
has been quiet and 
uneventful recently, 
which is not necessari-
ly a bad thing! 

Plans for the annual 
reunion—a.k.a. 3 Sis-
ters--are moving for-
ward and it's shaping 
up to be a “must at-

tend” event. Make 
your plans now to join 
us. 

Raffle ticket returns 
have been running a 
bit slower than we’d 
prefer, so let me ask 
that you return yours 
very soon. Keep in 
mind that the reunion 
is early, so the cut-off 
date for ticket returns 
is also early. Please 
mail soon so your raf-

fle ticket purchase 
gets in before Sept. 
19, 2024. 

Looking forward to 
seeing you in San Die-
go! 

Clarence  

Clarence Neander     
Association Vice Presi-
dent 

Vice President’s Corner 

ation by-laws unless 
something pops up 
very soon for consider-
ation. According to the 
Association by-laws any 
proposed changes need 
to be published in the 
June issue of “Sea 
Breeze”. 

Since this is an even 
numbered year it will 
be necessary to elect 
Association Officers at 
the business meeting. 
This will be on Wednes-
day, September 25, 
2024, at 1000. The of-
fices up for election 
are: President, Vice 
President, Treasurer, 

Good day Shipmates, 

I’m very pleased that 
Spring is here. I can’t 
stand the cold weath-
er. Besides, it’s great 
to be able to do out-
door activities and not 
freeze. 

I thank all of you who 
have paid your dues, 
especially those of you 
who were behind in 
paying.  

There’s not much else 
to report currently. 
There are no planned 
changes to the Associ-

Secretary, and 3-Year 
Board Member. If you 
attending the reunion 
please plan to attend 
this meeting. It will be 
in the hospitality room 
and the only business 
will be the election of 
officers. 

I look forward to seeing 
many Shipmates in San 
Diego this year. 

Godspeed! 

John 
John H. Ranson         
Association Secretary 

Secretary’s Corner 

My name is Madisyn Morris, and I 
am from Currituck County, N.C. In 
May I will graduate from the 
College of the Albemarle with 
my associate in arts. I am 
committed to the University of 
North Carolina Wilmington and 
will be attending there this 
fall. There, I will earn my BA 
in Criminology. Afterward, I 
will either stay at UNCW to 
earn my master’s degree, or I will 
transfer to another university. After I 

finish college, I plan to join the po-
lice force to gain experience for my 

dream career which is to be an 
FBI profiler.  

I would like to thank my par-
ents, family, and my closest 
friends for being by my side 
for these last four years.  

—Ed. Note: Madisyn is the 
granddaughter of Assoc. mem-
ber Al Ching. Her winning es-

say will appear in our Sept. issue. 

First Place Scholarship Winner. 
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http://www.events.afr-reg.com/e/MidwaySisters2024 
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‘Salty’ Humor 
 

 

Salty Humor 
 
 

How did the 

Irish jig get 

started? Too 

much to drink 

and not 

enough       

restrooms. 

 

“Anchors Aweigh”, the unofficial 
march song of the U.S. Navy has an 
interesting history. It was composed 
by Lt. Charles A. 
Zimmerman who 
was the band master 
of the US Naval 
Academy. He com-
posed the music 
while Alfred Hart 
Miles composed the 
original lyrics.  

Each year, Lt. Zim-
merman would com-
pose a fight song for 
the annual Navy-
Army game (my 
choice of designation 
for this game!). An-
chors Aweigh was 
first publicly played 
at the annual game on December 1, 
1906. By the way, Navy won this 
game 10-1.  

The song was gradually adopted as 
the song of the U.S. Navy. Although 

ets, please send me 
your check/cash pay-
ment and I will enter 
your tickets in the 
drawing.   

Since the TSR banquet 
is a joint banquet, we 
will not be selling tick-
ets at the banquet. The 
drawing for the raffle 
will be held at our gen-
eral business meeting.  
There will be a very 
limited number of addi-
tional tickets available 
for purchase at the 
TSR as well as a lim-
ited amount of time to 
do so. Bottom line, if 
you want raffle tickets, 
get them now before 
it’s too late!   

Treasurer’s Corner 
Greetings Coral Sea 
shipmates!   

As we approach the 
days of summer, hope 
this finds you well and 
in good health. Plans 
for the 3 Sisters Reun-
ion (TSR) are finalized 
and in place. Raffle 
ticket sales have been 
somewhat steady but, 
we can use more. If 
you haven’t already 
done so, and intend to 
do so, please go ahead 
and mail in your ticket 
stubs and payment. If 
you would like to pur-
chase additional tick-

Please, do not mail tick-
et stubs/payment after 
Monday, Sept. 9. I will 
not have time to pro-
cess them if received 
any later than Friday, 
Sept. 13. Also, there will 
be no auction at the 
TSR as the banquet is a 
joint event.  

Best wishes to one and 
all.  Hope to see you in 
San Diego in Septem-
ber! 

Bill 
Bill Bomar  
Association Treasurer 

there is a pending proposal to make 
it the official song, and to incorpo-
rate protocol into Navy regulations 
for its performance, its status re-

mains unofficial. Its 
lyrics were consid-
ered too specific to 
the Academy and not 
representative of the 
Navy at large, and 
so were rewritten by 
George D. Lottman. 
Its melody was also 
slightly rewritten by 
Domenico Savino. 

In later years verses 
were added; howev-
er, these have been 
unused for a long 
time. More modern 
lyrics were written 

by George D. Lottman in 1926. The 
version used today was written in 
1997 by MCPON John Hagan: 

Stand Navy out to sea, fight our bat-

(Continued on page 10) 

The History of “Anchors Aweigh” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domenico_Savino
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Salty Humor 
 

If robbers ever 

broke into my 

house to 

search for 

money, I’d just 

laugh and 

search with 

them. 

Dear Shipmates, 

I certainly don't want 
to come across as a 
"fair weather friend", 
but I surely do enjoy 
fair and warm weather 
better than the alterna-
tive! It is refreshing to 
see the good earth 
come alive as plants 
begin to grow. I fre-
quently drive through 

farming country here 
in Suffolk, Virginia, 
and it is inspiring to 
see green growth. 

Speaking of weather, I 
also remember some 
not-so-good weather 
days onboard our Age-
less Warrior. Yes, we 
had our resident 
"weather guesser" 
aboard, but I never 
was jealous of his job, 
trying to predict what 
is going to happen 

weather-wise. I also 
got real nervous every 
time someone asked 
me to pray for good 
weather . . . if my 
prayer was successful, 
then surely, I would 
repeatedly be asked 
for an encore! 

Well, weather is just 
one of those things 
over which we have 
little or no control. I 

(Continued on page 12) 

Chaplain’s Corner 

Monday, Sept. 23 
1400—1900 

• Early Reunion Registration 
1400—2200 

• Hospitality Room Open (Hours 
posted at Reunion) 

• Explore San Diego 
 
Tuesday, Sept. 24 
0800—0900 

• Reunion Registration Open 
0800—2200 

• Hospitality Room Open 
0930—1530 

• San Diego Air and Space     
Museum/Coronado Tour 

1600—1800 

• Welcome Ice Cream Social and 
Cash Bar 

1700—1800 

• USS Midway Business Meeting 
in Hospitality Room 

• Explore San Diego and dinner 
on your own 

 
Wednesday Sept. 25 
0800—Until 

• Meet & Greet Onboard the USS 
Midway (followed by free time 
on the ship) 

0800—2200 

• Hospitality Room Open 
1030—1200 

• USS Coral Sea Business in Hos-
pitality Room 

1230—1630 

• La Jolla/Mt. Soledad Tour 
1900—TBD 

• Movie Night on the rooftop at 
Embarcadero 

• Explore San Diego on your own 
 
Thursday, Sept. 26 
0800—2200 

• Hospitality Room Open 
0900—1400 

• City Tour & Coronado 
1430—1600 

• USS FDR Business Meeting in 
Hospitality Room 

1830—1930 

• Cash Bar Reception Aboard the 
USS Midway 

1930—2130 

• Grand Banquet Aboard the USS 
Midway 

 
Friday, Sept. 27 
• Farewells and Departures 

3 Sisters Reunion Schedule. 
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The Wyndham San Diego 
Bayside Reunion Hotel. 
Wyndham San Diego Bayside is a 
waterfront hotel located in downtown 
San Diego. It embodies Southern 
California’s laid-back style, combin-
ing a refreshingly vintage vibe with 
modern-day essentials that San Die-
go visitors crave. Here are some key 
features of this delightful hotel: 

 Waterfront Location...Wyndham 
San Diego Bayside enjoys 
an unmatched waterfront loca-
tion right on North San Diego Bay. 
Guests can savor balcony views from 
every room, taking in the scenic 
beauty of the bay. 

• Airport Shuttle...For added con-
venience, the hotel 
provides 
a complimentary air-
port shuttle service, 
making travel to and 
from San Diego Air-
port hassle-free. 

• Pet-
Friendly...With 600 
pet-friendly rooms, 
Wyndham San Diego 
Bayside ensures that 
your furry companions 
are welcome during 
your stay. 

• On-Site Restaurants...The hotel 
boasts three on-site restaurants, al-
lowing guests to indulge in a variety 
of dining options. 

Whether you’re exploring nearby at-
tractions like the USS Midway or 
simply unwinding by the water, 
Wyndham San Diego Bayside offers a 
comfortable and memorable experi-
ence. 

 
Salty Humor  

 

 

 

Junk is some-

thing you’ve 

keep for years 

and throw away 

three weeks 

before you 

need it! 
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Membership in the USS CORAL SEA CVA-43 ASSOCIATON is open to all Navy, Marine Corp and Air 

Force personnel who served aboard the ship (CV/CVB/CVA-43) for a period of at least 90 days. Also, 

any person who was assigned to the original commissioning crew (plank owner), even if they spent few-

er than 90 days aboard, shall be eligible for membership. DUES: Association membership is $20 per 

year. Dues for membership are not limited to one year when submitted for renewal or first-time appli-

cation. Any amount submitted over the annual dues will be automatically earmarked for the Associa-

tion’s Scholarship program. 

New Member:   [   ]  I apply for membership for  ________ year(s).  Enclosed is a check/money order $___________________ 

        Renewal:   [   ]  Renew my membership for ________ year(s).  Enclosed is a check/money order $___________________ 

 

Name ___________________________________________________________  Birth Date _______________________ 
  (Please PRINT First name, middle initial, last name)          (mo/day/year) 
Address _____________________________________________CITY________________________STATE ________ 

 

ZIP+4___________________PHONE: (            )                           Email _____________________________________ 

 

ON BOARD SHIP AS CREW MEMBER: 

From______________ to _____________  Division __________________Rank/Rate On Board_____________________ 

          (Month/Year)             (Month/Year)                     (Lt/RD/FN/SN/Sgt) 

Military Retirement:    No [   ]   Yes [   ]                Retired as:_____________  USN    [   ]    USMC [   ]    USCG [   ] 

                                        (Rank/Rate)       USNR  [   ]    Air Force  [   ]    Army [   ]              

I do [  ] do not [  ] want my complete mailing address printed on the published roster. 

I do [  ] do not [  ] want an Association bumper sticker. 

USS Coral Sea Association Membership Application/Renewal Form 

Please make check payable to: USS CORAL SEA CVA-43 ASSOC.           Office Use Only 

Mail application to:                Received: ________________ 

 John Ranson, Secretary, USS CORAL SEA CVA-43 ASSOC.                  Check:    ________________ 

 52 Woodland Pl.                            Amount:  ________________ 

 Ft. Thomas, KY 41075-1605 Email: jrsr3843@fuse.net                      Expires:   ________________ 

Salty Humor 
 

 
 

At my age, I 

run like the 

winded. 

tle cry! 
We'll never change our course so 
vicious foes steer shy-y-y-y! 
Roll out the TNT, anchors aweigh! 
Sail on to victory, and sink their 
bones to Davy Jones, hooray! 
Anchors Aweigh, my boys, Anchors 
Aweigh! 
Farewell to foreign Shores, we sail 
at break of day-ay-ay-ay; 
Through our last night ashore, 
drink to the foam, 
Until we meet once more, here's 
wishing you a happy voyage home! 
Blue of the mighty deep, Gold of 
God's great sun; 
Let these our colors be, Till All of 
time be done, done, done, done; 
On seven seas we learn, Navy's 
stern call: 
Faith, courage, service true, With 

(Continued from page 5) 

The History of Anchors Aweigh... 

honor over, honor over all. 

The song became popular through-
out not just the USA but also in 
several numerous foreign countries 
as well. Several other Navies have 
adopted it as their official song. 

An interesting aside to Anchors 
Aweigh occurred when President 
Theodore Roosevelt sent the “Great 
White Fleet” on a world cruise. The 
Fleet was scheduled to land in Bra-
zil on this goodwill tour. The gov-
ernment of Brazil wasn’t aware of 
any particular USA National An-
them; however, owing to the 
song’s international popularity, 
they assumed that Anchors Aweigh 
was the US National Anthem. So, it 
was played upon the Fleet’s en-
trance into Rio De Janeiro. 

How appropriate! 
  —Submitted by John Ranson 
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USS Coral Sea (CVA-43) Association. 

Copy 
Submission 
Deadline: 

 

Material for 
the Sept. issue 
of The Coral 
Sea Breeze  

is due in to the 
publisher or 

copy editor by 
Aug. 5, 2024. 
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have learned and I try to 
practice patience and ac-
ceptance concerning those 
things I can't change. In 
fact, that advice is quite well
-known in The Serenity Pray-
er: 
 
God grant me the serenity to 
accept the things I cannot 
change; 
courage to change the things 

(Continued from page 6) 

Chaplain’s Corner... 

many other activities. I ask 
that you all have a great 
summer and be safe. Will 
see everyone in San Diego!  

Wayne      

Wayne Addkison 
Association President 

not permit travel. He says 
he will try his very best 
for next year. 

While visiting the Lex in 
Corpus Christi to finalize 
dinner plans and other 
2025 reunion details, I’ll 
take some pictures of the 
display of our memorabil-
ia. Rusty and his crew 
have done an outstanding 
job. Also, Rebekah from 
the Corpus Christi tourist 
convention center is doing 
fantastic work to make 
this an outstanding reun-
ion. With that said, I have 
invited both parties to be 
our guest at dinner 
aboard the Lex. 

It's summertime and filled 
with graduations, wed-
dings, vacations, and 

(Continued from page 1) 

President’s Corner… 
I can; 
and wisdom to know the dif-
ference. 
Living one day at a time; 
Enjoying one moment at a 
time; 
Accepting hardships as the 
pathway to peace; 
Taking, as He did, this sinful 
world as it is, not as I would 
have it; 
Trusting that He will make all 
things right 
if I surrender to His Will; 
That I may be reasonably 
happy in this life 
and supremely happy with 
Him Forever in the next. 
Amen. 

Best wishes to all!

Michael 
Michael D. Halley 
Association Chaplain 


